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THE 

REDEEMING LOVE OF GOD. 



CHAPTER I. 



THE DESIRE FOR GOD'S LOVE. 



Upon a beautiful morning in spring, I leaned 
across the top bar of a gate leading into a 
field of growing grass. It was a lovely scene. 
The wind just stirring the trees, the white 
mounded clouds drifting slowly across the 
heaven of blue, the sunshine warm and golden, 
formed a picture of almost perfect beauty ; and 
as the eye wandered over the glossy waving 
grass, and the blowing clover, and the glistening 
buttercups, with what a feeling of quiet delight 
did the ear drink in the songs of the birds, the 
lark carolling in the sunshine, the blackbird 
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revelling in its golden song in the shade of the 
hedge, and the linnet with her liquid notes fill- 
ing the coppice with her joy. There was a sub- 
dued hum and murmur of insects on the air, as 
they danced, and glistened, and darted, hither 
and thither. What delicious fragrance was 
abroad ! The fresh sweet smell of spring was 
there ; the indescribable odour of blossom, 
and bud, and leaf from the hawthorn hedges, 
the cowslip lingering in the grass, or the hya- 
cinth lurking in the shade. How fresh, and 
clean, and glad, and happy, everything appeared ! 
Quietly musing, one's thought seemed irresis- 
tibly drawn to something beyond these simple 
but beautiful pleasures of nature. One could 
not but think of that Hand from which all these 
things had come, and the Mind which had 
planned, and the kindliness which had so richly 
adorned creation. Was it surprising, that in 
the midst of so many things to suggest the 
love and favour of God, the question should 
arise of God's relation to man? Everything 
seemed to be full of it. The wind whispered 
it ; the flowers had it in their fragrance, and its 
echo was in the songs of the birds ; and thus I 
thought upon this great subject of God's love. 
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Among the various objects of desire of the 
human breast, none seems more truly befitting, 
none harmonises so well with man's condition 
and character, as the desire for the love of God. 
If we were assured that it were a mere phantasm, 
a mirage of unreal delights, mocking the pil- 
grims across the desert of life ; if we knew it to 
be unattainable, as lying wholly beyond the 
reach and limit of our earthly condition, we 
must even then count it chief among the glo- 
rious dreams that float awhile before the mental 
vision, and delude the human heart. Should we 
not demand very strict assurance, that such 
were the case ? The heart, clinging with fond 
tenacity, could not but look with a pang of the 
deepest distress upon the final shutting out of so 
glorious a hope — could not readily consent to 
the abandonment of a treasure so dearly 
cherished. To be shut out from God in the 
loneliness of existence — to know that an im- 
passable gulf was fixed between Him and us — 
not to know Him except as exercising passion- 
less power — to take our place amid a system of 
merciless unvarying law, where human sympathy 
and affection would be crushed and disregarded, 
— how would such thoughts embitter existence ! 
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No such assurance is however given. Hence a 
human heart where this concern for, and 
desire after, the love of God has no place, would 
seem to be strangely deficient To such a 
person, we should be inclined to say, " Can you 
content yourself with absolute ignorance upon 
4his point? Are you satisfied with neither 
knowing nor caring anything about the matter ? 
The simplest dower that blows, the slightest 
pleasure you enjoy, seems to contradict such a 
position. It cannot be that you are so well 
satisfied with the pleasures £>f life, that they so 
completely fill your heart, as to leave nothing 
further to be desired. For the pleasures of life 
are but poor and unsatisfactory at the best. Nei- 
ther is it that you look with such complacency 
and satisfaction upon your entrance into another 
life, as knowing that then it will concern you 
nothing whether the Great Author of your being 
loves or hates you. You do not think that at 
death you will return to nothing ? " 

The mystery seems to be, how it is possible 
to exclude such thoughts from the mind. Con- 
sciousness of weakness would appear to prompt 
the reaching forth of the heart to this source of 
all strength; would urge it to seek to attach 
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itself to this power so infinitely greater. How 
little we can do — how frail we are to resist, how 
irresolute in purpose, slow in action, unable ade- 
quately to carry out our own designs — is matter of 
every-day experience, and from this poetry wins 
some of its most pathetic strains, where the flower 
and the cloud, the dream and the shadow, are 
presented as the fittest emblems of the weakness 
of man. Around us are proofs of the existence 
of vastly superior power. It is not only — 

u The poor Indian with untutored mind 
Sees God in clouds, and hears him in the wind." 

Sometimes this power wears the severe aspect 
of wrath, as when the earthquake shakes the 
solid ground, the irresistible lightning flashes 
like an avenging sword from the clouds, or the 
storm breaks around in pitiless fury. The 
human heart, moved by an overpowering impulse, 
seems instinctively to yearn towards the protec- 
tion of this Great Power of the universe, and 
shrinks from consciously arraying itself against 
the might of Omnipotence. This is the language 
of idolatry. Blind, degraded, fierce and barbar- 
ous howsoever man may be found; however 
uncouth his idol forms, and sanguinary and re- 
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pulsive his rites of so-called worship ; yet these 
are but the exponents of the instinctive feelings, 
the muttered inarticulate language of the human 
heart, as it cowers and beseeches, and pleads, 
for protection. In this there is something in- 
finitely pitiful. Even the natural affections 
would prompt man to hope, that these severe 
aspects did not exhaust the circle of the Divine 
attributes ; but that just as He was more power- 
ful, so He might be more pitiful, and that, wiser 
and juster than man, He would also be kinder 
and more patient. For while there are circum- 
stances calculated to awaken dread and terror, 
there are times when peace and prosperity, 
abundance and success, lead the mind to dwell 
upon, and hope for, the kindness and love of 
this over-ruling Power. 

Just as in an ancient manuscript, the writing 
has faded away so that you can scarcely perceive 
thai it had ever existed, a few traces alone re- 
maining, so in the heart there seem to be dim 
remembrances of a higher relationship to God. 
In this little darkened chamber, where evil 
thoughts arise, there seem still to remain the 
faint outlines and scarcely discerned lineaments 
of higher affections and- nobler purposes. When 
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we muse in thoughtful and subduing moments 
upon the subject of duty, when we call to mind 
the love of father and mother, home and friends, 
it may well be that the thought would spring up, 
whether He who implanted these affections in 
the human breast does not Himself possess them. 
Might we not conjecture, and fondly hope, that 
He, whom we have been taught to call " Our 
Father," may possess all the consideration and 
tenderness, the wise kindliness and never-failing 
affection which are wrapped up in the word 
"Father?" The soul yearns for God. It may 
be unconscious of its need, may strive to still 
the cravings of an unsatisfied heart with that 
which is not food; yet, as the flower turns to 
the light, as the parched field thirsts for the 
shower, as the exile longs for home, so man longs 
for God. There is not a single heart, however 
furrowed by care, frozen by poverty, darkened by 
sorrow, charred and scorched by the fires of 
Mammon ; there is no one, however worldly or 
thoughtless, giddy, trifling, utterly forgetful, but 
if he comes to think upon what is meant by the 
love of God ; if some kind friend were to stop 
him and say, " Have you ever thought of the 
love of God? have you no desire to possess 
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the favour of the Most High? do not dwell 
upon the surface meaning, but strive to grasp the 
reality beneath ;" — there is no one, if thus ad- 
dressed, but must acknowledge that it is a sub- 
ject of very deep interest, and an object of very 
earnest desire. Were such a thought realised, 
were the infinite desirability, the infinite im- 
portance of such a thing seen, there would go up 
to heaven a cry of agonising entreaty, the prayer 
of deceived Esau : " Hast thou but one blessing, 
O my Father ; bless me, even me also, O my 
Father ! " 

Think for a moment how inestimable a 
blessing is the possession of the love of God. 
What tongue can tell its value ! It is this 
which the Apostle says " passeth knowledge ; " 
it is something beyond us, of which we can know 
only a part, and that a very small part. You 
may look up to the star-lit sky ; although your 
eye takes in a large expanse, yet how small a pro- 
portion is it of the whole. Beyond our horizon 
fresh vistas open up of worlds beyond worlds in 
the immensity of space, around, above, beneath. 
Our glance is but a very imperfect survey. So 
in the heaven of God's love ; we see but in part, 
we only feebly, very feebly comprehend. The 
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possessor of a large estate may look around upon 
spacious parks, studded with venerable trees, 
wide and fruitful fields, hamlet and farmstead 
and grove, and think, " All this is mine." With 
what feelings of truer satisfaction could one look 
upon that wide, infinite, imperishable treasure of 
the love of God, and humbly, thankfully say, 
" This is mine." The love of God is mine inheri- 
tance! This is my glory and delight! How 
regal a vestment! Solomon in all his glory, 
the king's daughter with her clothing of wrought 
gold, were but meanly arrayed in comparison 
with the poor human heart, feeble and sinful, 
upon which has descended,- in its precious ful- 
ness, the love of God. This is man's true 
wealth. He who possesses it is rich, give what 
you will, take what you will away. His home 
may be darkened, his family circle broken, his 
earthly, prospects clouded and cheerless, his 
health may fail, every spring of outer comfort be 
dried up; yet, with the consciousness of the 
love of God in Christ Jesus in the heart, he 
will have an inward light which no earthly 
calamity can darken — a delight of heart which 
will unlock the iron grip of many a trouble. 
With Ihis sweet music the monotone of sorrow 
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is changed into an anthem of praise. The dark- 
ness yields; like as when the moon rises upon 
the midnight sea, but a short time since all was 
darkness, vacancy, and gloom ; and then, golden 
and beautiful, the broad disc of the lamp of 
night-appears in silent majesty, and pours forth a 
flood of glory. There is nothing which so com- 
pletely changes the aspect and meaning of life as 
the consciousness of the love of God When the 
eye turns to the steep hill of human endeavour, 
how earnest seem the climbers, how eager and 
intense their efforts ; wealth, pleasure, learning, 
power — these are some of the golden lures. 
Here the fire of ambition kindles the eye of 
youth, and avarice flashes from the eye of middle 
age; here is the look of determined purpose, there 
of honest endeavour; but among all these climbers 
and seekers how few there are who in reality are 
seeking the most precious of all treasures — the 
jewel of God's love. 

The problem, whether God's love be attainable, 
or not, is a very old one. Men have thought much 
upon the subject, have gone hither and thither, 
collecting tvery ray of supposed evidence, every 
gleaning of truth, in their endeavour to learn 
how God was disposed towards human beings. 
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Nor need we wonder at their difficulties. When 
we get away from the Bible, it is like going out 
of a well-lighted room, where all is bright and 
cheerful ; going out into the darkness of night, 
and outside of revelation, it is very dark. Just 
as a person might grope about, not knowing 
his path, not able to see his hand before him, 
mistaking the river for the road, and with no 
friendly light twinkling from the casement of a 
neighbouring habitation to guide his footsteps, 
so is man apart from the Bible. He is perplexed, 
filled with dread and anxiety. Were you in 
possession of a letter, containing information 
of the greatest importance for you to know, and 
of the pleasantest and most gratifying nature, 
such a letter would be quite useless, unless you 
had light by which it could be read. You might 
hold up the document to the ashen sky, and 
guess and conjecture, but could obtain no cer- 
tain knowledge. Once bring it to the light, 
your doubts are resolved. Revelation is the 
light of life. By its aid the mysterious, half-de- 
ciphered inscriptions of nature, her uncertain 
utterances and apparent cross purposes, are ex- 
plained. Apart from the Bible, man doubts, 
questions, fears ; now he is full of hope, for the 
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sky is bright, and the flowers of spring are 
about him; the fields are blossoming with 
beauty and fragrance. The sky darkens over ; 
troubles come ; life is cheerless. He begins to 
despair. His heart is terribly lonely. Nothing 
exists beyond the present scene. Here all is 
chance. There is no one who cares for man's 
trouble ; and the heart left to itself grows black 
and sullen. His heart says, " Yes ;" while reason 
says, " I doubt." Were there no reply, no means 
for obtaining certain information, if men were left 
to these harassing doubts and perplexing uncer- 
tainties, the prayer might well go up to heaven, 
" I/Ord, give us light ! " 

We turn to nature. Around us are spread 
the works of God, splendid, varied, manifold. 
Here are His thoughts embodied, and the mind 
gladly dilates and dwells upon the peace, and 
fruitfulness, and beauty of nature. Here are fer- 
tile fields, swelling harvests, beautiful land- 
scapes, serene skies, peace, prosperity, happi- 
ness. Surely these are eloquent with the benevo- 
lence, and mercy, and wisdom of the Supreme. 
But what say the tempest, and the hail, and the 
thunderbolt, and the earthquake ; cholera, war, 
and famine ; angry seas, and stormy skies ; error 
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triumphant, vice prosperous, virtue disparaged, 
and innocence punished ? The mind is 
puzzled :. How are these to be reconciled ? Has 
Nature forgotten her message ? The short mes- 
sage of sorrowful trust upon moss-grown tomb- 
stones may well become obliterated and for- 
gotten ; but how can it be otherwise than sad if 
Nature fail in transmitting such a lesson as the 
character of God, or does so in such a way as 
to darken what she reveak. 

Man is not left without aid, nor God without 
witness. In the Word of God we hare what we 
seek. In revelation He has spoken; and the 
fact that first meets the inquiring mind, is that 
revelation itself is a silent witness and proof of 
the kind disposition of God towards man. Had 
He been careless of man He would have left 
him to the dim gropings of his natural darkness. 
Whence, then, this concern ? He would have 
Himself known, not merely that His character 
might be cleared, but that, through this know- 
ledge, His exiled children might return. The 
Bible, then, is the first evidence of Divine love. 
Its main object is the revelation of God's charac- 
ter to man. To the yearnings of the human 
heart, the doubts and questions, dumb or ar- 

B 
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ticulate, of universal man, God writes down and 
sets forth in His Word an answer to those in- 
quiries, and a solution of these difficulties. Al- 
though nowhere formally describing our Great 
Creator He is yet represented in such a manner 
that we can form a very clear conception of His 
excellencies. True, He is perfection, and the 
finite human mind cannot grasp the idea of in- 
finity, yet we can learn, and are very simply 
taught, not only how He is related towards us, 
but how He is disposed towards His creatures. 

How delightful, then, the assurance of the 
Scriptures, when it sets forth the character of 
God in the loveliest and most attractive light 
Surely this was one of the greatest truths ever 
made known to the human intellect It repre- 
sents Him, indeed, clothed with the awful attri- 
butes of Omnipotence, Omniscience, and Jus- 
tice, yet does it convey in accents deserving of 
the most joyful and perpetual welcome upon 
Earth, that " the Lord, the Lord God is merci- 
ful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in 
goodness and truth ; keeping mercy for thou- 
sands, forgiving iniquity, and transgression, and 
sin." l Here, then, is precisely that which man 

1 Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7 ; 2 Chron. xxx. 9. 
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longed to know. In the plainest terms, terms of 
glorious simplicity, it sets forth that " GOD IS 
LOVE." 1 From the mouth of Him who was 
God manifest in the flesh this glorious truth is 
stated at once in the clearest and most practical 
manner — " God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life." 2 We learn that His tender mercies are 
over all His works, 3 so that there is not a single 
created being but comes within that wide circle ; 
not one that might not look up to that Creative 
Power with confidence. That "the Lord is 
very pitiful, and of tender mercy;" 4 and that, 
" like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord 
pitieth them that fear him." 6 What news, then, 
is this ! What a gospel is this to proclaim 
among the doubting, the disheartened, the weary, 
those who are disappointed with life and with 
themselves. Hear it, every listening ear ; receive 
it, every waiting heart ; welcome it, especially ye 
who are undervaluing your own selves, under- 
rating the precious advantages of life, unmindful 
how great, how glorious, how pure through the 

1 1 John iv. 16. a John iii. 16. 8 Ps. cxlv. 9. 

4 James v. II 5 Ps. ciii. 13. 
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grace of God you may yet become. Rise from 
the dust. Here, in God's Word, we have once 
and for all decided for us that we are not the 
base and common counters, unnumbered,, un- 
cared for atoms of existence floating upon a sea 
of chance without definite purpose or protection ; 
but in being taught of God's love we have a 
pledge that He will treasure up and care for the 
souls that He has made. In the practical bear- 
ings of this truth we have presented to us a sub- 
ject for the most earnest investigation. 

It is here, however, necessary to point out a 
distinction, which is of the utmost importance, 
and which calls for the gravest consideration. No 
task could be pleasanter to proclaim ; no mes- 
sage would be more welcome, than to declare 
that this love of God was quite irrespective of all 
moral distinctions ; that it leaves men alone in 
their sins ; that over the vile and profligate, the 
careless and the hardened, the humble and the 
contrite, there descended the infinite love and 
mercy of God ; that like the rain and the sun- 
shine, the dew and the kindliness of sleep, it fell 
upon all alike in the boundlessness of its charity, 
obliterating all moral distinctions. The slight- 
est consideration, however, will show how 
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groundless is such a dream, and how dangerous 
such a delusion. We read that " the eyes of the 
Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears are 
open to their cry ;" but that " the face of the 
Lord is against them that do evil." 1 "The 
Lord loveth the righteous." 2 "Thou, Lord, 
wilt bless the righteous ; with favour wilt thou 
compass him as with a shield." 3 While in a 
general sense, therefore, we all partake of the 
mercy of God, we have shared His goodness, 
and proved His loving-kindness, there is a high 
and special sense, it would appear, in which as a 
God of love He is made known unto but a few. 
Nor need we search far before we meet with 
that which will intensify our utmost fears re- 
specting the possibility of being confronted by 
the anger of God. "God is angry with the 
wicked every day." 4 "He that believeth on 
the Son hath everlasting life ; and he that be- 
lieveth not the Son shall not see life ; but the 
wrath of God abideth on him." 6 Does a 
thrill strike through your heart at reading such 
words as these ? Do you say, " Those beautiful 
words about God's love to man, how pleasant, 

1 Ps. xxxiv. 14-16; Isa. lvii. 15. * Ps. cxlvi. 8. 8 Ps.v. 12. 
4 Ps. vii. 1 1. * John iii. 36 ; Eph. v. 6 ; Col. iii. 6. 
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how acceptable they were, and now like a clolid 
of beauty they are drifting away. The love of 
God the possession of but a few ? That inesti- 
mable prize the portion of a few ? Ah ! do not 
mock human hearts, bringing before them such 
glorious hopes, and then, as the hand of desire 
is reached forth, removing them from view. To 
a few ? Am I among that few ? " 

Such earnestness would be highly becoming 
and necessary. Here it is that we should 
expect to find the eager hurry and crush of life ; 
not in passionate efforts to secure the largest 
amount of earthly good, or to win a name, but to 
make our calling and election sure. If we saw 
things aright, here it is we should expect to find 
those deep and eager questionings of awakening 
souls : " The love of God but to a few ? Who 
are they ? How became they such ? Tell us — 
we will do anything to secure so inestimable a 
benefit" You could well imagine the intense 
dismay, the deep concern which would fill your 
breast, if you were certified that the gulf was to 
you impassable. The soul would be stirred to 
its lowest depths. How could we set forth the 
awful earnestness of such hopeless grief? Such 
concern we could understand; but how shall we 
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explain the unconcern which men show when 
that love is represented as attainable, when 
they are told that a road to God's favour has 
been opened up, " that he will wait till he may 
be gracious"? 1 With such message in hearing, 
how can men be careless and unconcerned? 
With such an one we would plead. We would 
say, " Awake, thou that sleepest ! When God 
speaks, wilt thou be careless ? When His love, 
is made known, is there no wish stirring in thy 
heart that it may be thine ? With what i£ thy 
mind and heart stored, with what thy attention 
engaged, that thou shouldst count that first and 
this second? Bring forth these subjects of such 
passing magnitude, upon which thou art expend- 
ing thine energies and affections, so that thou dost 
prefer them to the love of God. Let them see the 
light of day ; then thou wilt be ashamed, and 
justly ashamed, to measure them, to balance 
them in the remotest comparison to this weighty 
subject. Arise from the slumber of death; 
shake off these dreams ; open thine eyes. Let 
thine heart speak, and not thy head, thy purse, 
or thy pride. " How great the affront, when God 
speaks in tones of mercy and love, when He in- 

1 Isa. xxx. 18. 
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vites returning sinners to reason with Him, 
when in sweetest words of kindliness, encourage- 
ment, and hope He asks us to draw near our 
Almighty and Merciful Father, for man to be 
unconcerned ! x Should we wonder that His 
love would be aggrieved by man's indifference ? 2 
Let it not be thy case. Lift up the earnest prayer 
that God would open thy heart to receive and 
welcome such joyful intelligence. 

1 Isa. i. 1 8 ; xliii. 26. * Prov. i. 24-26. 



CHAPTER II. 



man's sorrowful spiritual exile. 



Let us, then, inquire in all simplicity, In what 
way do the Scriptures represent that this special 
and distinguishing love is to be attained by man? 
When the news arrived that gold had been dis- 
covered in California, thousands of adventurers 
set forth. Across the vast western prairies, 
where the rattlesnake lurked and the Indian lay 
in ambush — along a weary road, marked only 
by the bleached bones or the silent graves of 
those who had made a similar attempt, but 
perished by hunger, disease, or the tomahawk of 
the foe — on they pressed. The hope of amass- 
ing great riches gave wings to their earnestness. 
Shall there not be similar exertion, and self- 
denial, and intensity of purpose, when this 
nobler object of ambition is before us ? How 
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may the love of God be won ? How may it 
become mine f What is the cause of estrange- 
ment ? How is it to be remedied? If indeed 
it be that He is displeased with us, how may He 
be propitiated ? We might well grieve to find 
anything separating us from Him. We might 
well search our hearts and anxiously inquire, 
" What have I done ? What am I doing ? What 
is there in me that is displeasing to Him ? I 
cannot rest under His displeasure. It would 
break my heart to think He was not my friend. 
I would rather have him for my friend than to 
possess all the world beside." Many an affec- 
tionate heart would justly give expression to 
such sentiments. Come, then, to the Word of 
God ; let us learn there. 

When, therefore, we come to the Bible, we find 
the cause of estrangement set before us in the 
clearest light. Look at that little group standing 
breathless and in tears at the bedroom door. 
Within the room lies upon his sick-bed one very 
dear to them, as they think, marked for death. 
The doctor has just gone in ; they are waiting 
his coming out, in what agony of suspense! 
They hear the muffled inquiries, they listen for 
the returning footstep bringing them the fatal 
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intelligence, or the joyful news of hope. What 
a picture of pain, those tearful faces ! And how 
does God judge of us? In what light do our 
souls appear in His sight ? What is the verdict 
of Scripture upon this all-important topic ? Till 
known, till realised, this inquiry would seem to 
afford occasion for the deepest anxiety. 

In the clearest and most unmistakeable terms, 
God's Word declares that the cause of estrange- 
ment is in ourselves, and not in God. " Your 
iniquities have separated between you and your 
God, and your sins have hid his face from you." 1 
This is the obstacle. Till this be removed the 
great flood of divine love will never flow towards 
us. The Scriptures proceed to declare, in terms 
very distasteful to us, but with the simple severity 
of truth, that our moral nature is wholly de- 
praved. "All we like sheep have gone astray : 
we have turned every one to his own way," 2 
finds its echo in the New Testament, " All have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God." 3 
With a heart prone to evil, filled with un- 

1 Isa. lix. 2. 

2 Gen. vi. 5, 12 ; Job xv. 16 ; Ps. xiv. 2, 3 ; lviii. 3 ; 
cvi. 6 ; Prov. xxii. 15 ; Jer. xvii. 5, 9. 

s Rom. iii. 23. 
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righteousness, polluted by sin, we are in God's 
sight corrupt and abominable. O heavy, heavy 
news ! This is not something that has been ac- 
quired in individual life, so that we could say, 
This man is a sinner, but this one- is not God's 
word replies, " There is none that doeth good ; 
no, not one." It is inborn. " Behold, I was 
shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother 
conceive me." 1 It is not some peculiarity, some 
lately acquired failing of modern generations, 
but the natural state of every man born into the 
world Endowed with such a nature, it is little 
wonder that we learn that the path of life is a 
path leading man from God into darkness and 
danger, away from happiness and from the true 
end of his nature. In such a condition, life 
cannot be other than a tissue of mistakes and 
errors, ignorance and transgression ;. the prin- 
ciple of love to God is wholly absent; His claims 
practically unrecognised; the heart dull, dark, 
dead, towards the gospel of His love. Can you 
wonder to learn from God's word that in this 
condition man cannot please God; nay, that 
"the carnal mind is enmity against God." 2 

1 Ps. li. 5. 

1 Rom. viii. 7 ; compare Rom. v. 12 ; Eph. i. 3. 
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Hence, too, we find what in prosecuting such 
an inquiry should fill us with deepest pain, 
the awful doctrine . of divine displeasure, 
"God is angry with the wicked every day;" 
"The wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men." 1 

Into what a land have we come ! We had, it 
seemed, the sunshine of love about us, and now 
we seem to be in a land of darkness and the 
shadow of death — a land where many poor souls 
are wandering, haunted by conscience, afraid of 
death, harassed by fears, at the mercy of their 
spiritual foes, ignorant of the true end of life. 
If the Gospel had not good news for such, we 
could weep with very grief of heart at the deso- 
late, lonely, dead condition of the human spirit. 
But we must proceed. The heart of sin brings 
about the life of sin, and this leads to the end of 
sin — the second death. There, amid the 
mysteries of Scripture, rises the judgment throne 
from which the guilty sinner will shrink, tremb- 
ling and' condemned, as those heavy words are 
heard, " I never knew you; depart from me into 
everlasting fire " — the blackness, and the dark- 
1 Ps. vii. II ; Rom. i. 18 ; Eph. v. 6. 
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ness, the eternal separation, the eternal dis- 
pleasure of God ! 

Such is the humbling and affecting account 
Who can read, who can think about it without 
concern ? What heart can rest satisfied to say, 
" God's word thus describes my condition, but 
I am content to leave things alone." Impos- 
sible ! You cannot rest satisfied* There may 
be much here that we may not be able to 
understand; nor is this a matter of wonder. 
There may be much about which we may argue 
and hesitate, but the main facts of revelation 
find an echo in human nature. When our Lord 
so touchingly describes the going away of the 
prodigal upon his voluntary exile; when he tells 
how in that land of hunger and weariness came 
thoughts of fyome, and self-accusation, and re- 
membrance of a fathers love, do not these 
truths reach the heart and find an echo of truth? 
Even in those heavier tones of accusation of 
guilt, is there no response? When, in soul- 
piercing words, it tells that we have erred and 
strayed from God; that we have displeased 
Him; when it warns of a judgment to come, 
and the strict account which must at last be 
rendered to the Judge of quick and dead, how 
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solemn is the echo, the re-assertion of these 
truths by conscience. 

Such, then, is the condition in which revela- 
tion finds man in the sight of God; ruined, 
guilty, helpless, in the darkness of the shadow of 
death, with no consciousness of his weakness, 
with no ability of his own, with no spiritual de- 
sires, unless, it may be, the dim instinctive 
yearnings, the gropings, after the Supreme Good. 
Were such a discovery as this possible to reason : 
could it have been that in the progress of science 
some bold and daring mind, like that of Columbus 
crossing the Atlantic, could have gazed upon the 
godless, hopeless, and ruined state of man ; could 
have revealed it to us by natural perception, then 
assuredly it would have occasioned the most 
intense anguish and dismay. Such knowledge 
is, however, beyond the reach of natural acquire- 
ment It is only the light of God's Holy Spirit 
shining into the heart that can unveil the dark 
and secret recesses of human nature. By this 
alone we learn our true state. Hence arises the 
necessity for earnest prayer, that the Holy Spirit 
would lighten our darkness and reveal us to 
ourselves. 

Lost, helpless, in spiritual darkness and death, 
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God's Word makes known to us that even in that 
condition, man is the object of the love and 
compassion of God. Though man may have 
wandered far, yet God has not forsaken and 
disowned him. 

Here comes in the great and glorious mystery 
of the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Here 
is the field of Christ's love. Man had gone astray, 
gone beyond the limits of God's favour ; he had 
wandered away into disregard and open rebellion, 
so that he could not naturally participate in the 
unspeakable privilege of rejoicing in the love of 
His Maker, and now, to bring us back to the fold, 
to re-unite us to the Great Father of Spirits, 
comes in the love of Christ This is the link. 
Redeeming love opens the full fountain of creat- 
ing love. The love of Christ is the link between 
the love of the Creator and of His creatures. 
This is very clearly made known to us. " God 
commendeth his love toward us, in that while we 
were yet sinners Christ died for us." 1 The 
Apostle John says, " Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins." 2 Here 
it is that we catch, as it were, a glimpse of 
1 Rom. v. 8. a i John iv. IO. 
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the deep meaning of the rapturous love of the 
apostles toward their heavenly Master. How 
their spirit exults ! how passionately they cling to 
the love of God in Christ Jesus ! " We love him 
because he first loved us," 1 exclaims the same 
apostle. " Who shall separate us from the love 
of Christ ?" says the Apostle Paul ; " shall tribu- 
lation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? Nay, in ali these 
things we are more than conquerors through him 
that loved us. For I am persuaded that neither 
death nor life, nor angels nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 2 It is this 
which he represents as die height of knowledge 
and summit of perfection, " to know the love ot 
Christ which passeth knowledge, that ye might 
be filled with all the fulness of God.'' 3 

It thus seems we are in possession of a truth*, 
of the most vital, the utmost importance for us 
to know. We saw that there was no more 
desirable object upon earth than the love of 

1 1 John iv. 19. 2 Rom. viii. 35, 37~39- 

3 Eph. iii. 19. 
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God ; that we were shut out from it by our lost 
moral condition ; that sin stood between us and 
the possession of this precious treasure. Now 
we learn that Christ, out of pure love to us, has 
come between, has removed that obstacle, has 
opened up the path, so that in some way we can 
go and lay hold of this pearl of great price. Let 
us, then, earnestly inquire in what manner the 
love of Christ restores .us to the love of the 
Father. Let us lift up our hearts, and silently, 
gratefully, adore our dear Redeemer for His 
undeserved, most tender and infinite love. Love 
is precious at all times; how precious the re- 
deeming love of Christ ! He came in our neces- 
sity, when all other help* had vanished. He 
came as the good Samaritan of souls, to heal the 
wounds when the life blood was ebbing away, 
to cheer and uphold the fainting spirit with the 
wine of His love. He was the friend of the out- 
cast, and we were all outcast. Man was sinking 
into the depths of woe, into an eternity of despair, 
His hand brought salvation ; wandering in exile 
from God and goodness, and the cheerful light 
of His love, the voice of the Good Shepherd 
followed and recalled the wanderers. Just as 
ease is sweeter from recent pain, and light is 
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brighter from surrounding darkness ; so our 
needy and lost condition gives additional sweet- 
ness and value to Christ's redeeming love. He 
has laid us under an infinite obligation, which 
we can but feebly express by a lifetime of devo- 
tion, gratitude, and love. 



CHAPTER III. 

THE PRECIOUS LOVE OF CHRIST. 

There is something peculiarly attractive in the 
gospel as a message of love. What could be 
more delightful than to find God's word speaking 
in such tones to man ; to find it speaking the 
same language as the blue sky, the blossoming 
flowers, the sweet spring rains, the peace of home ; 
to find that God was mindful of our wants, and 
kindly disposed, ready to help. Couched as it 
is in the language of affection, it would seem im- 
possible that it could meet with indifference 
from any human heart. 

Who can fathom the mystery of redeeming love? 
What thought can reach its causes, or rise to its 
glorious height ? No antecedent necessity exist- 
ed ; there was no constrain V except the sweet 
compulsion of pity, — neither was there anything 
in man to attract the display of such boundless 
love. On the contrary, man's moral nature was 
depraved, weakened, hostile, repellent. Yet the 
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love of Christ went forth on its great mission, to 
seek and to save that which was lost. He de- 
voted Himself to this great work of human sal- 
vation. How should we thankfully, tenderly 
dwell upon that self-sacrificing, all-embracing gra- 
cious love. How should we gladly linger over 
the course of its manifestation. No more de- 
lightful engagement for thought could there be, 
than to muse over the narrow thorny path along 
which the Redeemer of mankind walked. 

This fact, then, meets us at the outset. We 
have brought before us the boundless love of 
Christ towards man. When the awakening soul 
begins to perceive the truth of things, when it 
begins to yearn after restoration to the Divine 
favour and the possession of the Divine love, 
its earnestness is still further kindled by meet- 
ing, in the very front of the gospel, this most 
blessed truth, that "Christ also hath loved us 
and given himself for us." That He has come 
as the true friend of these poor souls, wander- 
ing in darkness — come for their relief — come for 
their rescue — come to deliver them from the 
bondage of sin, the haun tings of conscience, the 
stings of remorse, the chains of their fears, and, 
what is heavier still, the displeasure of God, — 
what news could be more acceptable than this? 
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What friend should be more welcome ? It is 
at such a moment, that He who is man's true 
friend proves Himself to be in very deed a 
friend. When the eye is suffused with the tears 
of penitence, when the heart is bowed down 
with the sense of sin, feeling the weight of 
eternal things, we look around for help. There 
is at such a time but One that can help us. 
Man is powerless. The dearest earthly friends, 
although they may be personally united in the 
bonds of love to the Saviour, can do nothing 
but blend their prayers with our prayers, and 
point out that source from which light and glad- 
ness alone can spring. But in that hour of con- 
trition and conscious weakness, there is One 
present who is all-powerful to comfort and to 
aid He alone knows how to approach the soul 
as it lies bleeding and bruised in the 'dust of 
penitence. He alone knows how to minister 
the balm to the inward wounds : ^thus His invi- 
tation runs, " Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest" 

If we come to inquire how it is that He can 
stand in such a position to the penitent soul, 
then we have spread before us the wondrous 
story of His mission to earth. We learn how 
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that, pitying our lost condition, He left His 
throne of glory to become man. He who 
created all things, and by whose supporting 
power all things exist, condescended to become 
Emmanuel — God with us. In one sense He 
had always been with man. By Him all things 
consist ; 1 all the beauty, grandeur, variety of the 
universe. All growth, change, decay, are the 
silent witnesses of the presence of God. He in 
whom man lived and had his being, now stooped 
to earth to dwell among men. Unbounded was 
the condescension, when the Maker of all things 
was Himself " made flesh," and the Creator ap- 
peared as the created. He elected to walk the 
sore path of brief mortality, not only that He 
might taste the sorrows, and know the tempta- 
tions of man, but that He might also give practi- 
cal proof of His love and sympathy. Did the 
story here end — did we read that, just as He 
dwelt of old in the tabernacle of the wilderness, 
so now that He descended upon earth, and 
awhile dwelt as man among men, and having 
thus manifested His love; had risen again into 
glory — we might well wonder and adore. Great 
would have been the honour conferred upon our 

1 Col. i. 17. 
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race, and upon this earth our dwelling-place. 
But an ampler love claims our fixed regard. 

" He, sovereign priest, stooping His regal head, 
That dropt with odorous oil down His fair eyes, 
Poor fleshy tabernacle entered ; 
His starry front low-roofed beneath the skies : 
Q what a mask was there, what a disguise ! 

Yet more ; the stroke of death He must abide, 
Then lies Him meekly down fast by His brethren's side." 

«God had come -to man. O mystery of love ! 
Man' had lost the likeness of his Maker, yet 
God comes to earth " in the likeness of sinful 
flesh." He took place among men. He took 
the lowest place. Of David's royal line 2 and 
girt with power, greater than that which defended 
the throne of Judah in its palmiest days, yet He 
meekly assumes the lowest place, and ranks Him- 
self with the poorest of the poor. Had He ap- 
peared in His true character, as King of kings 
and Lord of lords ; had royalty claimed Him, 
ajid earthly majesty waited >upon Him as a ser- 
vant ; had the great crowds been suffered to gaze 
merely from a distance upon His glorious form, 
and the holiest and best of men alone permitted 
to hear the words of His mouth; — this would not 
have been surprising. The heaven, and heaven of 
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heavens could not contain Him. No throne of 
cedar and gold, however richly adorned, could 
prove a fitting seat ; no temple glorious in beauty, 
no palace decked with lavish profusion, would 
prove a worthy residence. But this were sur- 
prising, that when He to whom of right belonged 
the keys of life and the wealth of the universe, 
who could have chosen what path soever He 
would — that when He did choose, it would be 
that most shunned of men, to be poor and of 
little account, to be " despised and rejected of 
men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief." Many a time in after ages did His fol- 
lowers flee from the p$rs$cutor; many a time 
did they shrink trembling away in dens and 
caves of the earth, in gloomy catacombs and 
secret hiding places; many a time were they 
called, for their Load's sake, to endure hunger 
and thirst, weariness and watching, pain and 
distress. Yet, as they lay in the dungeon's gloom, 
or wandered homeless in the loneliness of exile, 
or felt the chilling frosts of poverty, the words 
of the Master seemed to come down to them 
through the generations : " The foxes have 
holes, and the birds of the air have nests ; but 
the Son of man hath not where to lay his 
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head." 1 O mystery of humility ! Well might 
the apostle remind believing hearts, " Ye know 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though 
he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, 
that ye through his poverty might be rich." 2 

It was not merely to evince His love to man 
by extraordinary condescension that the Saviour 
came to earth; There were further purposes ac- 
complished He came to teach us how to live. 
Of this man was ignorant. Our true condition 
had been expressed by the prophet in the words, 
"All we, like sheep, had gone astray." You 
could imagine how widely the mariner would go 
astray upon the ocean, who had no compass by 
which to steer his course. The sun and moon 
at their setting and rising might afford him some 
scanty guidance ; but how, in the darkness of the 
night, driven onward by the storm, could he 
know whither he was being carried ? So, too, 
upon the far more perilous voyage of life, he 
who has not Christ's light within the heart, wan- 
ders in darkness, and "knoweth not whither 
he goeth." Under a similar expressive figure 
does our Lord represent this solemn truth, "I 
am the light of the world, he that followeth me 

1 Matt viii. 20. * Cor. viii. 9. 
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shall not walk in darkness, but shall have 
the light of life." 1 He came then to teach us 
how to live ; " to give light to them that sit in 
darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide 
our feet into the way of peace," 2 said holy Zacha- 
rias as he hailed the first beams of this glorious 
sun-rising. This was the path that Christ opened 
up for man — " the way of peace." We might 
imagine that man would be anxious to discover 
such a path ; it would be no satisfaction, rather 
it would seem to be a reason, for deep concern 
for him to know that his feet were out of the 
way. Christ then discovered this path for us ; 
laid it open before us ; nay, walked in it Himself, 
and left as a perpetual charge to His people of 
all ages, "Follow me." 3 But, assuredly, this 
wholly breathes of love and tenderness. Had 
He not our best interests at heart, were 
there not an earnest desire upon His part to see 
us walking in that which is beautifully called 
the way of peace, He would not have undertaken 
so thankless an office. 

What must be said of those who refuse the 
leading of this heavenly Guide ? How strangely 
dead must such a soul be to what life means ! 

1 John viii. 12. ■ Luke i. 79 8 John xii. 26. 
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How ignorant of man's feebleness, and the dangers 
that beset life's path ! To such an one we could 
not but say, "Are you in love with ruin? Do you 
desire your own destruction? that when the 
Saviour calls, you turn a deaf ear, and prefer to 
follow the guidance of your own sinful heart, and 
to wander away into darkness and error. Oh, 
stop ! think what a blessed privilege it is to have 
the life guided by Christ ; to acknowledge Him 
as your leader ; to follow where He indicates, and 
do what He commands \ to commit the keeping 
of your soul to Him, as to a faithful Creator. 1 
Turn not away from those accents of love, 
' Wilt thou not from this time cry unto me, My 
Father, thou art the guide of my youth.' " a 

In this way, then, did the Saviour evince His 
love towards us. He saw our feet out of the way, 
forgetting God, misusing life, misinterpreting 
God's providences \ and thus, yearning towards 
poor mistaken souls, of pure love He sought 
this region of shadows and misleading dreams, 
and showed us how to live, "leaving us an 
example," says the apostle, " that ye, should fol- 
low in his steps." 3 In the pages of the gospel 

1 2 Tim. i. 12 ; I Peter iy. 19. a Jer. Hi. 4. 

8 1 Peter ii. 21. 
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that pure and spotless life is presented to us, to 
which we can turn in our hours of despondency, 
perplexity, and despair, and find comfort and in- 
struction. There we have preserved in dis- 
tinctest outline how sweetly He lived, how 
meekly He bore Himself amidst opposition and 
slander, how diligently He sought man's good, 
so that when the Apostle Peter would describe 
that beneficent life, it was in these words, "Who 
went about doing good." 1 

Our Lord Jesus Christ stands in many relations 
to the human race. As God over all, blessed 
for ever, He sits upon the throne of the universe, 
and commands our homage. As Creator, from 
whom we have proceeded, our reverence is to Him 
justly due. As the Great Teacher of man, we are 
called upon to yield Him respectful deference 
and willing attention. With what earnest grati- 
tude and readiness should we receive Him in 
His most engaging and beautiful character as 
the Friend- op man. How can we suffi- 
ciently express so blessed a truth ? Christ our 
Friend, the Friend of all, the truest and best 
of friends, a living, loving, never-failing Friend. 
Poets have sung the praise of friendship — how 

1 Acisx. 38. 
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kindred hearts entwine, how readily help is 
afforded, how disinterested that help, how willing 
and true. This is the crown of glory, and the 
pride of friendship, that He upon whose head are 
many crowns, the Lord and Maker of all, con- 
descended to appear in this character, and trod 
the stage of this earthly life as the Sympathiser, 
the Helper, the Friend of alL It is in this char- 
acter that He is presented in the gospel to our 
age and to our hearts. Blessed are they who 
have proved Him such, who have looked to 
Him, not merely as a majestic figure, beautiful 
with more than human grandeur and simplicity 
and charity, in the loveliness of perfect virtue 
rising through the mists of bygone centuries, 
who have not viewed Him aesthetically or sen- 
timentally, but who have most really proved His 
living power of love, and having proved how He 
touches burdens none else can touch, are bound 
to Him by a life-long obligation of love. " We 
repeat, in this representation we have something 
greatly calculated to attract our notice and win 
our confidence. We turn to His teaching. 
There, in a beautiful simplicity, and with more 
than human sympathy, we find wise counsel 
and tender concern, Man's good is evidently 
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paramount There is no anxiety manifested to 
form a system, to win followers, or to gain a 
name. In a character perfectly unique, He 
stands forth as the guardian of man's best in- 
terests, the leader and guide of life. 

While we may justly regard the life of Christ 
as a proof of His love, the Holy Scriptures 
draw our attention in an especial manner to 
His death, as a peculiar and distinguishing evi- 
dence of that love. "God commendeth his 
love toward us, in that, while we were yet sin- 
ners, Christ died for us." x " Hereby perceive 
we the love of God," said the beloved apostle, 
"because he laid down his life for us." 2 " Greater 
love hath no man than this, that a man lay down 
his life for his friend." 3 

Viewed in this light, how full of deep interest 
are the closing scenes of our Lord's earthly 
career. When we bear in mind His exalted dig- 
nity, when we remember how that the might of 
Omnipotence slumbered in His arm, we justly 
wonder to see Him submitting Himself to the 

1 Rom. v. 8. 2 1 John ii. 16. 

•John xv. 13. "Yea, Lord, thou hast had greater, for 
thou didst lay down thy life even for thine enemies."— 
Bernard* 
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coarse injustice and rude violence of sinful man. 
Carrying this thought with us, with what new in- 
terest should we mentally gaze upon the familiar 
pictures of His cross and passion ! If we rise to 
the upper room, where He takes a sorrowful 
farewell of His beloved disciples, how can we re- 
strain the tear at the sweet humility of the 
Master, when, in the character of a servant of 
servants, He washes the feet of the traitor Judas, 
or the faithless Peter. The silence of Gethse- 
mane's olive groves, broken only by the plead- 
ings of almighty love, when the Saviour of man 
in His infinite agony wrestled for the souls of 
men, is rudely disturbed by the voices of the 
rabble who are come out as against a thief with 
swords and staves. Bedewed with that awful 
baptism of blood, arrayed in dyed garments, and 
with trickling brow, He comes forth from the 
shade of the garden to the violence of death. 
Blessed Master, who would not love such love, 
be won by such constancy, and weep at such 
grief as thine T If with tearful eye we follow to 
where, in the dawning light of that day of days, 
the hoarse cries of the mob demand His death ; 
to where He stands, with crown of thorns, and 
purple robe, and sceptre of reed, mocked, 
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spitted upon, buffeted, derided, is it not to hear 
re-echoed from those gloomy scenes, " Behold 
how He loved you ! " Love seats herself by the 
cross. Ah, spectacle of sorrow ! My Lord, 
nay God, my Friend, what dread necessity is this 
that Thou shouldst thus suffer, and bleed, and 
die!— 

"O sacred Head, surrounded 

By crown of piercing thorn ; 
O bleeding Head, so wounded, 

Reviled, and put to scorn ; 
O agony and dying, 

O love to sinners free ; 
Jesu, all grace supplying, 

O turn Thy face on me." 

Christ showed His love to man by His death. 
This is the language of these gloomy scenes, — 
" He loved us, and gave himself for us." x Did we 
know nothing more — did the sacred narrative 
here end — having told us of this Celestial 
Visitant to earth, who, through pure love to man, 
came and dwelt awhile among us, and then 
yielded up His life, did we know nothing of His 
resurrection — we might well weep and bitterly 
lament that such unexampled and glorious love 
had been thus rudely quenched. Then, with a 

1 Eph. v. 2. 
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look of infinite sadness, would the mind gaze 
through the ages at the crucified form, the bowed 
head, the inanimate frame, and mourn with the 
sadness of despair at the loss and final extinction 
of such pure and disinterested love. But the nar- 
rative proceeds further. The love that, despising 
the shame, endured the cross, was stronger than 
death. The Friend of man conquered man's 
last and worst enemy. The world was left 
awhile in suspense, and, on that glorious Easter 
morning, rising from the sleep of death, He 
issued from the garden tomb, no more to die. 
The priceless treasure of His love is recovered ; 
nay, it had never been lost. The darkness of the 
grave could not quench it, nor the iron portals of 
death prevent its return. Ascending to the right 
hand of the Majesty on high, He for ever sits the 
Advocate, the Friend, the Saviour of man. 

Such, then, in brief is the story of the life, the 
love, and the death of our dear Redeemer — a 
story, one would think, which could never be 
heard without awakening the deepest emotion. 
The inquiry is, however, prompted, " Why was 
the love of Christ expressed in this particular 
way ? You say this voluntary incarnation, this 
life of humility, self-denial, and rejection, were 
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undergone to express the intensity of His love 
to man. But why was this particular way 
chosen? Love surely chose the strangest of 
means to give evidence of its strength and sin- 
cerity. We could well conceive, if God would 
wish to make known His love to man, how He 
might have chosen other means, and spoken in 
pleasanter tones. We think how He might have 
banished disease and pain, how He might have 
filled our fields with perpetual crops of corn, and 
edged them with unfading flowers, how He might 
have weighted our trees with fruit, and filled our 
homes with abundance and peace. How shall 
we explain this stern and dreadful language in 
which Divine Love speaks to man ? " 

In all the Divine works the highest reason 
exists. There is no haphazard, no caprice. 
When, therefore, we come to the greatest of all 
God's works, His work of human redemption, we 
shall find not merely reason, but the highest and 
best of reasons. If we would seek an interpre- 
tation of the Redeemer's life of humility and death 
of shame, we must seek it in man's spiritual con- 
dition. We must revert to that dark page which 
Holy Writ has expanded before our eyes, and in 
which we may read our true spiritual condition 
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before God as guilty, lost, and helpless sinners. 
Do we ask why Christ suffered, bled, and died ? 
Then we learn that it was to atone for the sins 
of man. 1 By His death man can now approach 
God. By the blood of Jesus a new and living 
way * has been consecrated for us, by which we 
may draw near to the Father. Thus, it would 
appear, that in manifesting His love to man by 
His life and death, the Saviour procured for us 
this further and inestimable advantage of recon- 
ciliation with God. Oh, love beyond love ! 
His blood expiated sin, the Father consented 
to receive in this wondrous covenant the sacri- 
fice of Calvary as the sacrifice for the sins of 
men. Most thankfully do we accept such an as- 
surance, nor stay too curiously to inquire, 
" How can these things be?" 

The love of Christ was then Redeeming Love. 
He came to earth to liberate the captives of sin 
and death. He paid the price of deliverance, 
and that price was His blood. He paid it for us. 
He suffered that we might not suffer. The 
pains of an accusing conscience, the gloomy 
horrors of a death of despair, the remorse of the 
guilty sinner before the throne of God, the eter- 

1 Rom. iii. 23, 25 ; 1 John ii. 2. * Heb. x. 20. 
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nal separation and banishment of the lost, — these 
were justly our due ; and, that we might not suffer 
these, He bowed His head upon Calvary. 

One view of the suject demands our most 
solemn interest. The death of Christ was 
vicarious. He was our substitute ; He stood in 
our room and stead ; He was " the Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sins of the world;" 1 
"who his own self bare our sins in his own 
body on the tree." He was the spotless Lamb. 
The pains He endured were due to our sins. 
" He was wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities : the chastisement of 
our peace was upon him ; and with his stripes we 
are healed." 2 The Apostle Paul very clearly sets 
forth this all - important and blessed truth. 
" Christ also hath loved us, and given himself 

for US AN OFFERING AND A SACRIFICE UNTO GOD 

for a sweet-smelling savour." 3 He was the slain 
sacrifice. Without shedding of blood there is 
no remission of sins. Christ's blood was shed 
for man. In the language of the Great High 
Priest Himself, when about to ascend the world's 
great altar, "This is my blood of the new 

1 John i. 29 ; Heb. ix. 28 ; I Peter ii. 24. 

1 Isa. Hit 4, 5 ; Acts xiii. 39. 3 Eph. v. 2. 
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testament, which is shed for many for the re- 
mission of sins." 1 He, _then, was the slain 
victim ; the sacrifice for the sins of the world. 
Man could not provide a worthy sacrifice ; he 
had none to offer. His works were polluted by 
sin ; his possessions had been given to him ; he 
had nothing sufficiently worthy. The blood of 
the countless lambs and goats which for centu- 
ries flowed from the Jewish altars ; the smoke of 
the burnt sacrifice rising to heaven ; the incense, 
the fire, and the blood ; these were the shadows 
and dim figures of that true sacrifice — " the 
blood of Jesus Christ His Son which cleanseth us 
from all sin." In the sacrifice of Calvary, that 
true and perfect sacrifice once offered for the sins 
of the whole world, all other sacrifices and offer- 
ings were included. " Now once in the end of 
the world hath he appeared to put away ,sin by 
the sacrifice of himself." 2 

The plain language of sacrifice was that the 
victim was a substitute. The offerer presented 
the victim as occupying his own place. This is 
the central truth of the great sacrifice of Calvary. 
" Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just 
for the unjust, that He might bring us to God." 3 
1 Matt. xxvi. 28. f Heb. ix. 26. 8 1 Peteriii. 18. 



THE PRECIOUS LOVE OF CHRIST. 55 

When, therefore, attention is called to the cross 
of Christ as presenting the only hope of human 
salvation, when appeal is made to the careless 
and the languid, it is this very fact which, it 
would seem, would give point and force to the 
appeal. Surely, dear friend, if you have never 
tasted the preciousness of Christ's love, we 
would say you have never thought of this ; you 
have not dwelt upon the fact that it was {ox your 
sins your Saviour bled and died \ that it was your 
load He bore along the dreadful path of the 
death of the cross. Ah ! when this is realised ; 
when the love of the Redeemer, so disinterested, 
so boundless, is felt, how it seems to unseal 
the fountains of the heart ! For you He bowed 
in prayer and wrestled in agony in Gethsemane's 
shades ; for you He delivered Himself into the 
hands of wicked men ; fer you He was mocked, 
spitted upon, deserted, betrayed ! Can you, with 
such a thought, look up unmoved into the pallid 
face of the Divine Sufferer as He hangs upon the 
cross ? " He loved me, and gave himself for me." 
Dwell upon these precious words ; this word of 
consolation, this glorious truth, "He loved 
me." Let them sink deeply into your heart. 
See how He loved you — loved you to death; 
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even the bitter death of the cross, there to pur- 
chase your forgiveness, there to bring you back 
to the love of God ! He hangs upon the cross ! 
Let your heart cry out — 

" God of my salvation, hear, 

And help me to believe ; 
Simply do I now draw near, 

Thy blessing to receive. 
Full of guilt, alas ! I am, 

But to thy wounds for refuge flee ; 
Friend of sinners ! spotless Lamb ! 

Thy blood was shed for me." 

It is in this way, therefore, that the love of 
God in Christ Jesus removes the obstacle that 
hindered us from approaching our heavenly 
Father, and receiving into our hearts the price- 
less treasure of his love. This is the divinely 
appointed remedy; this the divinely chosen 
means for man's restoration. Is it necessary to 
point out how fully this is of itself a manifesta- 
tion of the Divine Love? Was it not love that 
first moved towards us when we lay in a condition 
of helplessness and guilt ? " God so loved the 
world that he gave his only-begotten Son that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life." 1 What was it but love 

1 John iii. 16. 
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that devised the means of escape, and provided 
the all-atoning and perfect sacrifice? 1 What 
but love that proclaimed to man the glorious 
news of a Saviour, Christ the Lord ? Our hearts 
may have failed us as we thought of how God 
had revealed himself as a God of love, only in 
Christ Jesus, yet how bright and glorious a reve- 
lation is this. How the scattered beams seem 
to be collected and concentrated in the focus of 
redeeming love, — a love that does not expend 
itself in mere sentiment, in general protestations 
of kindliness and good-will ; but that, seeing our 
spiritual necessities, comes to our rescue ; finds 
us polluted, and opens to us " the fountain for 
sin and for uncleanness;" 2 finds us spiritually 
naked, or covering ourselves with the rags of an 
imperfect righteousness, and provides the wed- 
ding garment, " the fine linen which is the right- 
eousness of saints ;" 3 finds us far off in the land 
of our exile, and feeds the soul perishing with 
hunger, with " the bread of God which cometh 
down from heaven and giveth life unto the 
world." 4 Such love so evident and illustrious it 
may not be necessary to point out, but it is 

1 Gen. xxii. 8 ; Isa. lix. 16. 9 Zech. xiii. I. 

8 Rev. xix. 8. 4 John vi. 33. 
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necessary clearly to see that it is not sufficient 
that Christ has come, unless there be upon our 
part, individually, the vivid apprehension of the 
mercy of God in Christ Jesus ; unless by lively 
faith we "lay hold upon the hope set before 
us." To what end will it be that the table is 
spread, if we do not partake of the banquet ; to 
what end our knowledge of the love of God in 
Christ Jesus, unless by repentance and faith we 
personally experience " redemption, through his 
blood, the forgiveness of sins." 1 

1 Eph. i. 7. 



CHAPTER IV. 



THE RETURN TO GOD. 



One of the most touching and beautiful repre- 
sentations of the condition of every one naturally 
with respect to God, is given us by our Saviour 
in the parable of the Prodigal Son. There we 
are set forth as being away from home — in a 
land of exile, degradation, and sorrow. So sim- 
ple and beautiful is this story that it wins its way 
to the hearts of all. Would that its spiritual 
application were as distinctly realised ! Would 
that the reality of this spiritual exile were felt ! 
that the yearning might spring up in the heart, 
and the determination be formed, " I will arise 
and go to my Father." 

The gospel is the embodiment of God's invi- 
tation for us to return. This is its meaning. 
With every allurement and encouragement it re- 
echoes the words, " Return unto me, and I will 
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return unto you, saith the Lord of hosts." 1 
Thus simply and earnestly does the Lord of 
heaven and earth speak to His earthly children. 
He would have us return. He would have us 
near Himself; in the sunlight of His favour and 
not in the loneliness of exile. The path we are 
upon is a dangerous one, leading from God, from 
peace and happiness, leading to destruction. 
How kind and friendly the invitation to return. 
It comes from One who not only knows man, 
but knows man's path. He who gives the invi- 
tation knows every step of that steep and dread- 
ful descent into the blackness and darkness ot 
eternity. It is the voice of love. It is just 
such an invitation as a most dear friend would 
utter who saw you in danger. We are blind, 
but our dangers are known to Him. It is in 
this way that a most loving parent would speak. 
Who can turn a deaf ear to these tender and 
fatherly accents ? How hard must be that heart 
which would be insensible to .these entreaties of 
heavenly love! Be no longer heedless. 

"Return, O wanderer, to thy home, 
Thy Father bids thee come." 

Foremost among the precious results of 
• * Mai. Hi. 7. 
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Christ's perfect work upon Calvary is this, that 
the way has been opened up to the Father. 
In other words, we may now communicate 
directly, in the language of prayer, with the 
Father of Spirits, and by penitence and faith in 
the precious blood of Calvary, be restored to the 
position of sons of the Most High. This the 
Apostle Paul shows in Rom. v. i, 2 : " There- 
fore being justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ; by whom 
also we have access by faith into this grace 
wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the 
glory of God." 1 Here, then, is a piece of 
information of the most valuable kind. It is 
just as if the prodigal in the desolate land of his 
exile, weak, hungry, yearning for home, should 
have the means provided for his return. Often 
had he looked wistfully towards the distant hills 
that bounded the horizon, and wished for home. 
Now he is set free. His road is pointed out for 
him. He is strengthened for his journey. Or, 
again, just as one who has a petition to present 
to an earthly king. He has long been shut out 
An approach has been impossible. He has had 
passing glimpses, and eagerly desired but for a 
1 See also Eph. ii. 18 ; Hi. 12. 



62 THE RETURN TO GOD. 

few moments to make his request known. The 
palace walls, the gleaming swords of the guards, 
the pomp and ceremony that hedge royalty 
around, have excluded him. A friend obtains 
for him an introduction. At the sight of the 
signature, as if by magic, the palace gates open, 
the guards yield a passage, all difficulties have 
vanished, and he has access to the throne. He 
can come into the very presence of his sovereign; 
he can make known his wants, and earnestly 
plead his case. O blessed truth, that a way has 
been opened up for the return of penitent sin- 
ners. Earthly sovereignty, however exalted, is 
but the palest image and most shadowy reflec- 
tion of the greatness of the King of kings and 
Lord of lords ; and the difficulties besetting the 
path of one who would approach earthly majesty 
do but faintly set forth the impassable barrier 
that naturally separates man from God. But 
now in Christ Jesus the way has been opened 
up. Before His all-conquering love, the moun- 
tain Alp-like barriers have vanished as the clouds 
at sunrise. What news is this for feeble and 
sinful man ! The heart instinctively yearns 
towards the supreme good. Not knowing its own 
deficiencies, miscalling its own wants, it craves 
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after the peace of God and the love of God, the 
heart's sure resting-place. This is news worthy 
of being brought to earth by celestial messengers, 
sung by angelic voices, echoed from century to 
century among the changing and vanishing 
generations of men. Life is not a prison ; but 
the antechamber of heaven. This earthly exis- 
tence is not mere captivity, where mortal man 
must needs remain, shackled with weakness and 
evil as his immortal companions. The poor 
bird that has been caged, when the season 
comes round for it to seek a warmer clime, beats 
its wings and breast against the bars of its 
prison, until exhausted it dies from its persistent 
eagerness to return to its far-off home. Shall 
man, when God calls him to return, when the 
noble future of a blissful eternity is spread before 
him, content himself with the poor trifles and 
slight pleasures of this transitory world ? Man 
need not company with evil; he need not be 
shut up to sin. Rise to your proper good ; rise 
from the dust of humiliation into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God. No cherubim 
with flaming sword menace your approach ; no 
impassable barrier prevents; no irresistible 
enemy deters. Behold the path for your return. 
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In Christ Jesus you can draw nigh to God ; in 
His all-prevailing name your suit will be heard, 
and God, in answer to your believing prayer, 
will manifest Himself to you as a God of 
mercy, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin. 
" Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter 
into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new 
and living way, which he hath consecrated for 
us, through the vail, that is to say, his flesh; 
let us draw near with a true heart in full as- 
surance of faith." l 

We have assurance given us, not only that the 
way to the Father has been opened up ; but that 
God will accept those who come in the appointed 
way. Before the coming of Christ, He had 
given certain gracious promises of mercy and 
forgiveness of sin; as when He said, "Come 
now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord : 
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow ; though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool : " 2 or by the mouth of 
His prophet Zechariah, "Turn ye unto me, 
saith the Lord of Hosts, and I will turn unto 
you/ s He had thus devised certain modes ot 
approach. But since the advent of Christ, we 

1 Heb. x. 19, 80. * Isa. i. 18. 8 Zech. i. 3. 
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have clearer grounds, and more positive assur- 
ance of acceptance. He who comprehends in 
Himself all sacrifices and all modes of approach 
to the excellent Majesty, is now presented to 
man as the only way of access. In words of 
unmistakeable clearness, He says, "I am the 
way, the truth, and the life ; no man cometh unto 
the Father but by me." 1 The groundwork 
of this assurance is " the blood of the everlast- 
ing covenant." a The Apostle Paul sets this vital 
truth before us, in these simple words, " Being 
justified freely by his grace, through the redemp- 
tion that is in Christ Jesus, whom God hath set 
forth to be a propitiation through faith in his 
blood; that he might be just, and the justifier 
of him which believeth in Jesus." 8 Should there 
be any who, doubting and lingering over this all- 
important question, would crave a reply in lan- 
guage of absolute certainty, then we have the so- 
lemn words of our Lord Himself, not once uttered 
merely, but frequently repeated, " That whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not perish but have 
everlasting life." 4 It is only when we come to 
ponder upon the meaning of this glorious privi- 

1 John xiv. 6. 8 Heb. xiii. 20. 8 Rom. iii. 24, 25. 
4 John iii. 15, 16, 18, 36 ; v. 24 ; vi. 40, 47. 
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lege of acceptance with God, that we can realise 
its greatness. This is no experiment to be re- 
peated in each individual case. The element 
of doubt has been removed. If we humbly 
and earnestly seek the face of God in the way 
appointed, by simple faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ's perfect work upon Calvary, we shall 
not seek in vain. Gold of Arabia, diamonds 
of the mine, and pearls of the ocean are all 
nothing worth, compared to this priceless truth. 
The path is clear, it is sure, it is simple, " the 
wayfaringmen, though fools, shall not err therein." 
Thanks be unto God for this glorious assurance! 
No penitent sinner ever yet sought to draw near 
the throne of grace, and breathe forth his peni- 
tence and sorrrow in earnest prayer, but has 
been assailed with the temptation that there are 
in his case peculiar aggravations and particular 
reasons for the doubt, whether the divine mercy 
can possibly extend so far as to cover his case. 
Weighted then by the fear that God cannot or 
will not pardon, an assurance that He fully and 
freely forgives is very valuable: "Him that 
cometh to me I will in no wise cast out" 1 
" Wherefore he is able to save them to the utter- 

1 John vl 37. 
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most, that come unto God by him." 1 ' Come, 
then, all ye who feel the weight of your sins. 
Come to the cross of Christ See there your 
refuge, and your remedy. 

" Behold the Lamb of God, 

Behold, believe, and live, 
Behold His all-atoning blood, 

And life receive. 
Look from thyself to Him ; 

Behold Him on the tree. 
What though the eye of faith be dim, 

He looks on thee. 

This drawing near of the soul unto God is a 
transaction of the most solemn moment In one 
sense, it is an anticipation of that great and 
terrible day, when the white throne of the Judge 
shall be seen in heaven, and the dead, small 
and great, shall be judged according to the 
deeds done in the body. Thought will frequently 
linger over this momentous subject What won- 
der, if with consciousness of innumerable 
defects and positive sins, there be a shrinking 
from that exact scrutiny. How shall I stand 
before Him ? With what arguments fill my 
mouth? What apologies can I make! How 
will my sins in the light of God's holiness stand 

1 Heb. vii. 25. 
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forth in the deepest blackness! And if the 
thought of that final meeting with God be so 
terrible, when errors can no longer be remedied, 
sins no longer pardoned, how much more desir- 
able, that the soul should now be submitted to 
the scrutiny, the absolute disposal of the Maker — 
now when He sits upon the throne of grace, and 
not the throne of judgment — now when the 
sweet offers of mercy are to be heard, when the 
promises of divine love and divine mercy like 
music are abroad, when what is wrong can be 
remedied, what is guilty may be forgiven. It 
is in this sense, therefore, we say, that the 
return of the penitent sinner to God is a kind 
of anticipation of the last day. The soul, 
shaken to its very centre with apprehensions of 
Divine wrath, agitated by the deepest concern, 
and absorbed with grief at having broken the 
law of God, humbly approaches the throne of 
grace. There the sinner meets with his sins. In 
the flush of enjoyment, or in the depth of re- 
morse, he may endeavour to bid a long farewell 
to his sins, may cast them behind his back, and 
strive to overwhelm them in the sea of oblivion. 
But he meets with them again. Either at the 
throne of grace or at the throne of judgment, 
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the sinner must be confronted by his sins. The 
accumulated transgressions and omissions of a 
life-time plead against you. Conscience is your 
accuser. It recalls past opportunities neglected, 
Divine assistance refused, Divine love disregarded, 
the strivings of God's Spirit silenced. What is 
written over against these sins ? What is the 
punishment attached to them, not by the weak 
and changeable will of men, but by the law and 
decree of heaven ? " The soul that sinneth it 
shall die." 1 "The wages of sin is death." 8 
What then is your reply ? Why should sentence 
not go forth against you ? " The soul that 
sineth it shall die." Upon thine own confession 
thou hast sinned. What, then, is to prevent the 
punishment? Here comes in the sinner's plea. 
" To the cross of Christ I look. I have no 
other hope, no other plea. For me the Saviour 
died. 

" ' Dust and ashes is my name, 
My all is sin and misery ; 
Friend of sinners, spotless Lamb, 
Thy blood was shed for me.' " 

This is my sacrifice, this my atonement. I re- 

,* Ezek. xviii. 4. 
* Rom. vi. 23 ; ii. 8, 9 ; v. 12, 17, 21 ; James i. 15. 
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linquish all other hope. I throw myself upon 
the mercy of God in Christ Jesus. Clinging to 
His cross, pleading His name, if I perish it shall 
be at His feet Lord, save ! Lord, have mercy !" 
This is the turning-point of life. Although 
there may be no outward signs, although there 
may be nothing to indicate the magnitude of 
this great spiritual transaction, yet experience 
testifies to the truth of Scripture, when it asserts 
that in the exercise of living faith in Christ Jesus 
by a penitent soul a vital change ensues. Had 
we no practical proofs to adduce, our position 
might seem to be weak, but we can point out, 
as past generations of the Christian Church have 
pointed out, repeated examples of this wonderful 
change in human character. Many thankful 
and adoring souls will tell, with tears of gratitude, 
of that glorious and never-to-be-forgotten change. 
They would each say, "Every word of this is true. 
I have experienced it. I have known it in my 
own heart. Blessed be God, I have proved that 
the blood of Christ has not lost its power. I 
cried unto the Lord, and He heard me. I have 
proved that the blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanseth us from all sin." 1 

1 I John i. 7. 



THE RETURN TO GOD. 7 1 

This is the new birth of which our Lord 
speaks so pointedly in His discourse with Nico- 
demus, when He declares, " Except a man be 
born again he cannot see the kingdom of God." 1 
This is the only access to the treasure of the 
love of God. The Apostle Paul likewise sets 
forth the mode in which this great change is ac- 
complished, and the many effects which follow 
acceptance with God. 2 Four of these results 
may be pointed out, not merely from their im- 
portance, but from their relation to each other, 
forming as they do, one connected whole, by 
means of which the love of God is poure4 in all 
its rich and precious fulness into the human heart. 

(1.) The first results of the exercise of saving 
faith in Christ are pardon and justification. 
There is the remission of sins. No matter what 
may have been the sins, their kind, their aggra- 
vation, their number, however heinous in 
character, or deeply dyed, there is pardon for 
them all. Naaman the leper rose from the 
waters of Jordan cleansed and purified, his 
loathsome disease was removed, and his flesh 
restored as the flesh of a little child. The soul 
of the vilest sinner that ever came to the 
1 John iii. 3. a Rom. v. 
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fountain of Christ's blood rises from the moral 
corruption of spiritual death into " newness of 
life." The load is removed from the conscience. 
The captive of sin is set free. Together with 
this benefit the penitent soul is brought into a 
state of justification before God. He is ac- 
counted righteous, not for his own sake, but 
solely on account of the merits of Christ. In 
this restoration to the justified state before God, 
we see laid the foundation of the further work 
of grace in the heart. " Therefore being justi- 
fied by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. ' n Nor need we won- 
der that the apostle should point out how peace 
and joy flow from the bestowal of these favours. 
How beautiful is the description he here gives of 
the condition of the renewed heart and life — 
that we "rejoice in hope of the glory of God." 
Well has the Psalmist sung, "Blessed is he 
whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is 
covered. Blessed is the man unto whom the 
Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit 
there is no guile." • 

(2.) The next result, or rather a result simul- 
taneous with the former, is the renewal of the 
1 Rom, v. t. * Ps. xxxil 1, 2. 
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spiritual nature. This is to some degree the 
fixation, the rendering permanent the blessings 
of pardon and justification. Were this not done, 
how soon would the white garments become 
spotted; how soon would the heart, jubilant 
with adoring gratitude, have to burst forth again 
in penitence, sobbings, and prayers over re- 
newed errors. We have all proved how fatally 
easy a thing it is to sin. Well might then the 
upward and difficult path be dreaded. How 
can I climb ? How can I withstand the num- 
berless temptations of life? But when God 
helps, He helps effectually. Not only does He 
break the power of sin in the heart, but He 
gives fresh spiritual strength. In giving a proof 
of His reconciliation He renews the heart. O 
wonderful change ! Not only is the heart 
washed from the defilement of sin, but it is re- 
formed. " The heart of stone," cold, hard, life- 
less, insensible, is taken away, and instead He 
gives " the heart of flesh." 2 New and tender 
feelings towards God arise. The heart awakens 
to a sense of His existence, His claims upon 
our regard and affection. The gloomy deso- 
lation of winter is over. "Old things are 

1 Exek. xi. 19. 
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passed' away; behold, all things are become 
new." x The deserted house, dark, closed, and 
dusty, is thrown open to the sweet light and 
pure air of day. Cleansed and re-furnished, it 
becomes fitted for the residence of that glorious 
Occupant whose love has chosen it for His own. 2 
How could it be possible that such a change 
could awaken any other feelings than those of 
gratitude and love. The old familiar life, how 
changed ! The clouds have been removed, the 
fear of death conquered The day has lost its 
fears, and the night its terrors. Conscience nas 
become a friend. A hope full of immortality 
possesses the breast The smile of a reconciled 
God has thrown a new light upon life, and in- 
fused new interest and pleasure into the com- 
monest engagements. To live to God has now 
become the great object of life; to win His 
favour and to do His will have taken the place 
of self-seeking and self-pleasing ; to work out the 
gracious purposes of Infinite Wisdom has be- 
come the sublime object of ambition. Well 
may the heart rest when it rests upon the Rock 
of Ages. " O Lord, I will praise thee ; though 
thou wast angry- with me, thine anger is turned 

1 2 Cor. v. 17. 8 1 Cor. iii. 16 ; 2 Cor. vi. 16. 
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away, and thou comfortedst me. Behold, God 
is my salvation ; I will trust, and not be afraid : 
for the Lord Jehovah is my strength and my 
song; he also is become my salvation." 1 

(3.) When thus pardoned, justified, regene- 
rated, the soul is admitted into the blessed con- 
dition of sonship. This privilege, be it observed, 
comes only through Christ. He is the Alpha 
and the Omega in the work of man's salvation. 
Thus the Apostle John distinctly declares, " As 
many as received him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God, even to them that be- 
lieve on his name." 1 Through the precious 
blood of Calvary, by the inward working of the 
Ever-Blessed Spirit, the pardoned sinner is 
brought not merely into the justified state, but 
is advanced to that higher, and more inti- 
mate relation of a son of God. To be a son 
of God ! How great the dignity ! How lofty 
the privilege ! "When such a thought is realised, 
how it seems to illumine life ! That we poor, 
weak, mortal creatures, frail as a flower, fleeting 
as a shadow, weak as a reed, conscious of so 
many internal failings, should be advanced to so 
High a dignity! Upon such a theme as this the 

1 Isaiah xii. r, 2. * John i. 12 ; Gal. iii. 26. 
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Apostle Paul glows with more than his wonted 
fervour. "Ye have not received the spirit of 
bondage again to fear, but ye have received the 
spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 
The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit 
that we are the children of God." The heart of 
the apostle mounts into the heaven of this ex- 
ceeding love. "If children, - then heirs; 
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ" 1 The 
past with all its sufferings is forgotten, present 
afflictions are of but little account, as from the 
high vantage ground of this inestimable privilege 
he looks with rapture to the future. When 
the Apostle John dwells upon the same thought 
he kindles with a similar enthusiasm. Are we 
but of little account, bearing no insignia, no ex- 
ternal mark of the supreme favour % have we to 
spend life in persecution and distress, banished 
as exiles, hunted as outlaws, cruelly put to death 
as the vilest and the worst? " Beloved, now are 
we the sons of God ; and it doth not yet appear 
what we shall be : but we know that, when he 
shall appear, we shall be like him ; for we shall 
see him as he is." 2 Now we have the privilege, 
then the manifestation ; now the earnest, then 

1 Rom. viii. i6* 17. 8 I John iii. 2. 
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the full and glorious reality; now the dark 
night of earth hides from view these pilgrims re- 
turning to their heavenly home; the morning 
shall speedily break, and beyond the tomb they 
shall rise into all the enjoyment and fullest 
privileges of the sons of God. 

(4.) Thus, forgiven, renewed, restored, justified 
before God, adopted into the family of God, we 
at length rise to the culminating point in the work 
of man's salvation. Every obstacle has been re- 
moved, and now "the love of God is shed abroad in 
the heart by the Holy Ghost \ which is given unto us." 1 
The Holy Spirit of God, by whose agency alone 
these great spiritual results have been brought 
about, is represented here, too, as the agent in 
this crowning work. The same sovereign Spirit 
who called forth order from chaos, at whose bid- 
ding all life and beauty had their origin, is the 
source of life and strength in the soul. By His 
mighty power the eyes were first unsealed from 
darkness, the lost and guilty condition of the 
soul was made known, and the atonement of 
Christ upon Calvary revealed to the eye of the 
penitent sinner. Now He pours forth into the 
purified heart that true and only bliss, the love 

1 Bom. v. 5. 
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of God, and satisfies its utmost longing, by re- 
storing the love which was lost in Eden. In 
this way it is that the question is answered, how 
the love of God in its fulness and freeness is re- 
stored to the soul of man. 



CHAPTER V. 

THE PRIVILEGE AND DELIGHT OF GOD'S LOVE. 

How touching is the familiar old-world story of 
an unknown love. There sat the swarthy ruler 
upon the second throne of Egypt, with the crown 
of gold upon his brow, the light of wisdom and 
of empire in his eye, the speech of Egypt on his 
tongue, surrounded by his dusky guards, encom- 
passed by splendour, wealth, and arms ; the life 
of the little shepherd boy of Dothan has changed 
beyond all recognition. There stand, trembling 
before him, the Hebrew strangers, with their sun-- 
burnt faces, their dusty sandals, and their earnest 
eyes ; there they stand quite ignorant of the fact 
that it was their brother that was on the throne, 
and that this harsh-speaking ruler was their friend. 
They go home to their father, bearing food for 
the old man and the little ones, carrying with 
them their money in their sacks — gifts of the un- 
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known love ! Beautiful is the simple lesson be- 
neath. How many gifts do we daily receive 
from an unrecognised Love ! How silently, how 
lavishly are the benefits of that unseen Hand be- 
stowed ! And so, too, it comes to pass that there 
are those among men who go up and down in their 
midst with no halo of glory about their head, no 
brightness of attire, who yet bear in their hearts 
this inexpressible treasure of the love of God 
poured out by the Holy Ghost given to them. 

(i.) When we thus dwell even for a moment 
upon the words, "the love of God shed abroad in 
the heart," how do they sweetly convey to us the 
assurance of Divine protection and guardianship ! 
How secure are they whom God loves ! The 
path of life is difficult and dangerous. Many go 
widely astray ; many perish ; but with the love 
of God there is absolute safety. He protects 
His own. He sees all. There are no spiritual 
dangers, however obscure ; no temptations, how- 
ever disguised; no perils, however dimly discerned; 
no ambush, however deeply laid, but He sees and 
knows all ! " As the mountains are round about 
Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about his people 
from henceforth even for ever." 2 So minute 

w l Ps. CXXV. 2. J 
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and all-embracing is this care that we read that 
" the very hairs of their head are all numbered." 1 
May we not assume that His care is greatest 
where it is most needed, and that His weakest 
and most deeply-tried children are more particu- 
larly under His notice? How delightfully is 
this truth set forth by the prophet when speaking 
of the Redeemer, — " He shall feed His flock like 
a shepherd : he shall gather the lambs with his 
arm, and carry them in his bosom." a How 
great the comfort here to the weak and trem- 
bling followers of Christ ; to those especially who 
are only just beginning the Christian life. The 
love of the Great Shepherd is around them. It 
were a great thing to be numbered among His 
people, to be under His notice, to know that 
His eye followed our steps ; but what depths of 
mercy and love are here displayed when we learn 
that they rest " in His bosom." Nearness, in- 
timacy, and affection are implied* The Good 
Shepherd yearns over the souls He loved, and 
for whom He bled. Hear His own words, — 
" They shall never perish, neither shall any man 
pluck them out of my hand." 8 All Christ's 

1 Matt. x. 30. • Isa. xl. 11, 29. 8 John x. 28. 
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people can rejoice in the protecting power of 
His love. The Lord Jehovah is their strength 
and their shield. l 

(2.) How greatly changed is that heart where 
the love of God has taken full possession and 
sway, where dread and suspicion of Him have 
given way to delightful confidence and peaceful 
assurance of pardon and reconciliation, where 
all the faculties of mind and heart, sweetly attuned 
like silver bells, no longer jarring and discord- 
ant, swell in full and solemn harmony to the 
praise of God. From light to darkness; from 
death to life ; from slavery to freedom ; such are 
some of the expressive figures employed to ex- 
press the greatness of this glorious change. It 
is like morning after a night of storm and dark- 
ness. The tumult and unrest have yielded to 
unbroken peace, and the darkness of midnight 
has been exchanged for the full light of day. 

The human heart has many enemies, and many 
tenants. With some, the strong man armed of 
covetousness, takes possession of that little for- 
tress, and rules with the iron despotism of a 
tyrant. Or, it may be the ruling spirit is ambi- 
tion, which, in its eagerness, overleaps every re- 
1 Rom. viii. 31 ; Ps. xxvii. 1 ; Heb. xiii. 6. 
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striction, and, in its blindness, forgets every- 
thing but its own end. This is an uneasy and 
restless dweller in the human heart. In the 
darkness of that chamber of imagery, how often 
lurk the demons of vice and passion, envy 
and malice, selfishness and anger! Demons 
they would seem to be, from the manner in 
which they distort what is fair, and corrupt what 
is wholesome ; maintaining within the little 
realm of the heart constant disaffection and war- 
fare. But among all these tenants, there are 
none whose presence is so fruitful in all good, 
peaceful and blessed in internal comfort and 
holy joy, as " the love of God shed abroad in the 
heart by the Holy Ghost given unto us." A 
spirit it is of joy and peace, of health and glad- 
ness, of strength and fruitfulness. 

One of the first effects of the love of God in 
the heart is to fix, intensify, and purify the floating 
uncertain desires of the heart, giving them force, 
direction, and end ; rendering the first great 
command of the law and the gospel operative, 
" Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, with all thy soul, and with all thy strength." 1 
This love awakens love to God, — " We love him 

1 Matt. xxii. 37. 



84 PRIVILEGE AND DELIGHT OF GOD'S LOVE. 

because he first loved us." 1 In this chief duty 
of life, life's chief pleasure is to be found As 
the sun in the heavens, so the love of God in the 
heart — a centre of light, warmth, and fertility. 
It is the great interpreter of life. By its aid, how 
do we find the truth of the love of God presented 
to our view on all hands. We find our past life 
re-echoing with mercies numberless, and bless- 
ings undeserved; with kindness, when justly 
severity was due ; patience, where our wayward- 
ness called for quick dealing. The past has 
many echoes — echoes of the voices of those 
loved and lost, of past sorrows, and of delights ; 
but the sweetest of all is the echo of God's love 
to us. To the renewed heart it is the language 
of the present ; the utterance of friendship ; the 
native speech of home. It is to be found in the 
peace, and the security, and rest, and comfort 
of life — in the faces and voices of those we love 
so well The beauty of midnight has it, and the 
brightness of noon > the flush of dawn, and the 
glimmer of twilight > the freshness of spring, and 
the fulness of autumn. The fragrance of flowers, 
and the wild-wood melodies interchange the same 
delightful truth. It is to the ear attuned by grace 

1 1 John iv. 19. 
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the one glorious theme of creation, harped and 
sung by her ten thousand times ten thousand 
voices in her great choir beneath the vast dome 
of the sky. 

In the world of providence, too, how the 
same delightful truth unlocks mystery and fur- 
nishes comfort Fully realised, it makes a heaven 
of earth \ for the love of God produces love to 
God. This, in its turn, begets gratitude and 
glad submission. A thankful and a contented 
heart is always a happy heart What could be 
more productive of lasting satisfaction than to 
feel that our lot is appointed by one so wise ; our 
provision made by so rich a provider ; to look 
upon the past and find it bright with so many 
undeserved mercies; to see the present sur- 
rounded with blessings likewise undeserved ; 
from a full and grateful heart to be able to 
say — 

" Whate'er my God ordains is right, 
Here shall my stand be taken." 

The future may seem dark, but the heart can 
rest unmoved even before a darkened future. 

"So I go on, not knowing ! I would not if I might, 
I would rather walk in the dark with God, than go 
alone in the light : 



86 PRIVILEGE AND DELIGHT OF GOD'S LOVE 

I would rather walk with Him by faith, than walk 
alone by sight." 

With blessed assurance, they are able to say, 
" Goodness and mercy have followed us all the 
days of our life, and we will dwell in the house 
of the Lord for ever." 

By this guiding and predominating principle, 
the heart is kept in peace. " Thou wilt keep 
him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on 
thee : because he trusteth in thee." l The heart, 
once the troubled abode of fears and perplexi- 
ties, that in its darkness yearned with strange 
earnestness for some solid rock of confidence, is 
now like a fortress well garrisoned. " The peace 
of God which passeth all understanding, shall keep 
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus." a 

(3.) There is the inward feeling of delight, 
which seems to defy the setting forth in words, 
like some precious fragrance which would escape 
all attempts to imprison its sweetness. " If a 
man love me," said our Lord, " he will keep my 
words : and my Father will love him, and we 
will come unto him, and make our abode with 
him." 8 By secret avenues His love approaches 

1 Isa. xxvi. 3. 8 PhiL iv. 7. 

8 John xiv. 23 ; Rev. iii. 20. 
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the heart, His blessings distil like the dews of 
evening, or the rain upon the mown grass. Who 
can describe the blessed significance of that 
inward abiding? The grateful consolation of a 
life at peace with God, the sense of inward com- 
fort and abounding delight, are found too deep 
for words. Listen to St. Augustine as he en- 
deavours to set forth his feelings, " I love Thee, 
O my God ! Thou hast smitten my heart with 
Thy heart, and I have loved Thee. Nay, the 
heavens- and the earth, and all things contained 
therein, admonish me on every side that I should 
love Thee ; and they cease not to say the same 
to all men also ; so that they are inexcusable if 
they do not love Thee. But what do I love 
when I love thee ? not the beauty of a body, 
not the grace and comeliness of time, not the 
brightness of light, (and yet O how friendly 
and agreeable is that to these eyes!) not the 
sweet melodies of well-composed songs, nor 
the fragrant odours of flowers, nor unguents, 
nor costly spices; not manna, not honey, not 
the embraces of the dearest and most lovely 
person; these are not the things that I love 
when I love my God. And yet I love a certain 
light, and a certain voice, and a certain grateful 
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odour, and a certain food, and a kind of embrace- 
ment when I love my God ; the true light, the 
melody, the satisfaction and embracement of my 
inward man ; when that shines to my soul which 
no place can contain ; when that sounds which 
no time can snatch away ; when that scents 
which no wind can disperse and scatter abroad ; 
when I taste that which eating cannot diminish ; 
when I cleave to that which no fulness, no 
satiety can force away, — this is that which I love 
when I love my God." 1 This is the true happiness 
of life, to love the Lord our God, with all our 
heart, and with all our soul, and with all our 
mind. 

(4.) The love of God shed abroad in the heart 
in the present, casts its light upon the future. 
If that love be so precious to us now, as exer- 
cised in guiding, protecting, and supporting, 
how much more glorious will it be, when the 
redeemed and sanctified soul shall be admitted 
into the presence of God. Like one just emerg- 
ing from cloud and mist who catches a glimpse 
of some lovely land, so the Christian rejoices 
in hope of the glory of God. The bitterness 
is past ; for though death may menace, and the 

1 Aug. Conf., lib. x. c. iv. 
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grave alarm, the heart can rise with a sense of 
the sure guardianship of the Heavenly Friend. 
" The Lord is my Shepherd : though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil, for thou art with me." 1 Vainly 
should we endeavour to picture forth the glories 
of that world, where the redeemed soul in its 
ecstacy of gratitude and love shall meet with 
its Saviour. No mortal imaginings can pic- 
ture that land of desire, where the King will 
be seen in His beauty. The full story of re- 
deeming love will never be known upon earth. 
Beneath a happier sky, in the unfading sunlight 
of a blissful immortality, the redeemed from 
among men shall pour forth their gratitude in 
that glorious burst of praise — "Worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain : thou hast redeemed us to 
God by thy blood, and hast made us unto our 
God kings and priests. Blessing, honour, glory 
and power, be unto him that sitteth on the 
throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever." * 

1 Ps. xxiii. * Rev. v. 9, 12, 13. 
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